Rock Brynner in the Russian Far East 


Yul Brynner Statue 
Bryner Mines 
Sidimi 


Yul Brynner Park was opened on September 28th, 2012, when his statue was inaugurated in front of the 
house where he was born at 15 Aleutskaya St. in Vladivostok, Russia, in the garden where he played as a 
child. 


This project took six years of planning and preparation before the granite for the ten-foot statue was >= 
transported to Vladivostok from a quarry in China a thousand miles away; appropriate, since Yul spent 
much of his childhood in China after his family fled Soviet Russia. Sculptor Alexei Bokiy, with whom I had 
begun discussing the monument in 2006, understood well the enormous challenge confronting him in carving 
such a very famous face and figure out of a single block of stone. 

The City of Vladivostok that now owns the land in front of "Dom Bryner" contributed the grounds for the 
park, and financed the landscaping and architectural design. At night, along with the glow of the 1920s street 
lights, the statue is illuminated by spotlights as Yul Brynner himself was throughout his long career. 


VLADIVOSTOK AND MOSCOW, 2016 


Setting out on the book tour. 
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My book tour in May began in Vladivostok, Sidimi, and Dalnegorsk in Primorye. . . 
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The Patriarch honored and blessed the event with an Orthodox choir. 


The Vladivostok International Film Festival "Pacific Meridian," 12-19 September 2015 
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This perspective of Vladivostok helps explain its unusual topography, from the large Amur Bay to the right and the 
inlet called the Golden Horn on the left, around which sits the heart of the city. 


[had the pleasure of meeting the U.S. Ambassador to Russia, John Tefft, who was visiting Vladivostok while I was 
there. He especially wanted to see the statue of my father in front of the Bryner residence, where Yul was born in 
1920. 


I'm the only person from outside Russia who has attended every Vladivostok film festival since the first in 2003. By 


now I lope up the blue caper. 
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Aovovarently. my dance moves were newsworthv. 
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With actress Thuy Anh, from Hanoi, and film-maker Vanessa Danielson, who was presenting a brilliant short film, 


"Guests," directed by her husband. My job, as the official talisman for the Film Festival, includes welcoming the 
guests. It's hard work, but somebody has to do it. 


This year the luminous British actress Julia Ormond attended our Festival. 


ay. 
At the Gala night of the Festival I took a selfie from the stage of the Vladivostok Opera House. Julia Ormond is in 
the front row left. 


Amur Bav from mv hotel window. 


I was guest of honor at a conference at the Far Eastern Federal University, at the very conference table where 
Russian President Putin and U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton at the Asian-Pacific Economic 
Conference in 2012. 


water. 
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An officer of the Russian merchant navy. 
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Local artist Roman Goloseev painted this beautiful canvass for me, with many of my favorite images of 
Vladivostok. 


Standing on the Sidimi peninsula across Amur Bay from Vladivostok, where the Bryner country estate was. In the 
background is one of lighthouses that Jules Bryner built in the 1890s. 


With my "Russian brother" Sasha Doluda, who first invited me to Vladivostok in 2003. The date "1915" over our 
heads is on a structure at the estate where my father Yul first went swimming, a decade later. 


MOSCOW, 21-27 SEPTEMBER 2015 


Thanks to my friend Zhenya Diamantidi, the Swiss Ambassador to Russia, Pierre Helg, offered me the guest house 
in the courtyard at the Ambassador's official residence in Maliy Kislovskiy Pereulok during my week in Moscow. 


It's a beautiful two-bedroom house with a pleasant office space and full kitchen. 


Mr. Rock Brynner 


Swiss-American historian 


As well, the Ambassador gave a dinner party on my behalf at his official residence. 


Also at the ambassador's dinner party was James Land, the Cultural Attache at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, the 
Swiss Cultural Attache, my dear friend from Vladivostok Zhenya Diamantidi, my friend and translator (two books 
so far) Max Nemtsov, and his wife, poet and book store entrpreneur Shashi Martynova. 
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My dacha family. . . . 


Victory Day in Dalnegorsk, 9 May 2015 


The city of Dalnegorsk 


Dalnegorsk (pop. 42,000) was founded with the Bryner Mines in 1896 by my Swiss-born great-grandfather 
Jules Bryner. Jules was one of a half-dozen Europeans who built the city of Vladivostok (pop. 500,000), but h 
built Dalnegorsk with his own capital and that of his mine's investors. Today, a towering, 12-foot-high statue 
of him stands in the city center. 

I was invited by the city and the company that now owns the mines, Dalpolymetall, to come celebrate the 70t! 
anniversary of Victory Day. Indeed, at least one out of eight Russian bullets fired at nazi troops came from 
these mines. And so I found myself as the honored guest, in a proud spot on the review stand where the town' 
37 surviving W.W.II veterans and scores of war widows sat to witness the parade in their honor, and to 
receive the flowers that the children of the city brought to them. 


Beneath the statue of Lenin, and behind the veterans and widows. 


Aleksander Doluda, his wife Natasha, and their daughters Dina and Sasha - my "Russian family." 


This was planned as a family trip, and so it was. We flew on this small plane to Kavalierovo, an hour's drive 
from Dalnegorsk. 


The statue is an extraordinary tribute to Jules Bryner. 


The plaque upon the pedestal reads "Jules Ivanovich Bryner (1849-1920), founder of Dalnegorsk and of the Joint 
Stock Mining Company 'Tetukhe."" 
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The city's historian, Victor Tatarnikov, preesented me with a beautiful miniature of the statue, made of the same 
stone and bronze | by the sculptor, my friend Alexey Bokiy, and made possible by Gleb Zuev. 


My visit to the Jules er monument was as significant to the city as it was to me. 


I paid tribute to Russia's war heroes with Mayor Igor Sakhuta and with a veteran of the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan. 
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The Mayor and I left flowers at the statue to the heroes of World War II. 
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The parade began with a long wreath carried by youthful escorts. 
me 
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I spent time with a number of the World War II widows of Dalnegorsk. 


Gleb Zuev and I beside Lake Bryner, beneath the lighthouse. 


Sasha Doluda, my Russian "brother" who made this and all my visits possible, beneath Cape Bryner. 
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Off the coast from the lighthouse that my great-grandfather built there more than a century ago. 


TIGA PY 


Cape Bryner and the Twin Rocks were on the 1,000-Ruble notes that were printed in 1991, when the Soviet Union 
ended and Russia was born anew. 


Before leaving Vladivostok for Moscow, I lay flowers at my father's statue. 


Liza eins me to Mikhail Bulgakov's home and museum on his 124th birthday. 


I had seen Sergey Aldonin's production of Master and Margarita there two years ago. in the beautiful little basemer 
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that keep the great author's memory alive. 


Liza and I were greeted by the headless author. 


The headless author at work. 
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Bulgak 


ov's typewriter. 


Time to leave Russia . . . until September. 


Yul Brynner Tribute at The Solzhenitsyn House of Russians Abroad, Moscow, November 7-8, 2014 
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I was proud to be able to help the Solzhenitsyn Center celebrate Yul's achievements, and to accept the Michael 
Chekhov Medal on his behalf. 
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Dr. Viktor Moskvin, the Director of the Solzhentsyn Center, presented the Medal and Certificate . . . 


... along with Sergey Zaitsev, renowned documentary film-maker and the head of the Film Festival, and the 
members of the Chekhov Committee. 


The Magnificent Seven will forever remain Yul's best loved film in Russia. 


Alexander Solzhenitsyn created the Center to honor the work of Russians who, like himself, were forced to 
leave their homeland during the Soviet era. This year they honored my father - three times. The "Russians 
Abroad Film Festival" honored Yul with the Michael Chekhov Award -- especially fitting, since it was with 
Chekhov that he studied for three years and emigrated to the United States. And the Solzhenitsyn Center 
honored him with a documentary, beautifully filmed by Rita Kuklina, entitled "Yul - Gypsy Soul," which wa 
shown both nights, and will soon be broadcast on the national channel, Kultura. Finally, a two-room exhibit 
of Yul Brynner and our family's memorabilia was opened, from the collection of Elena Sergeyeva. It will 
remain at the Center until the end of November. 


Nataliya Klevalina, in charge of International Projects at the Center, whose year's work and preparation made the 
event possible. 


OK BPAHHEP 


I appeared on Kultura kanal . . . 


... to announce the publication in Russian of my book Empire and Odyssey: The Brynners in Far East Russia 
and Beyond in 2016, as well as Rita Kuklina's documentary, Yul - Gypsy Soul. 


Kultura interview (Smin,) in Russian 


PUCCKOE 


Receiving the Michael Chekhov Award on my father's behalf. . . 


Part of the extensive collection of documents, photos, and memoribilia. . . 


Thad time to visit the Arbat with my beloved friend Liza Arzamasova. . . 


. .. and to drive past the Kremlin in the frosty climate of November 2014. 


Inauguration of Jules Bryner Statue in Dalnegorsk, Russia September 27th, 2014. 


The whole city turned out in tribute to Jules Bryner, warmly remembered as the single-handed founder of 
Dalnego: 


The cast bronze sculpture is by Alexei Bokiy, who also carved the granite statue of Yul in Vladivostok, 400 miles to 
the southwest. 


Jules Bryner, my great-grandfather, established the Bryner Mines in the wilderness in 1897, and with them the town 
of Tetukhe, known today as Dalnegorsk. 


... but I have accepted the invitation of Dalpolymetall, the company that now owns my family's mines, to visit next 
spring, and I look forward to it with great anticipation. 


13-19 ceHtA6pa 2014 


(My thanks to Alexander Borisenko and Sergey Kiryanov for use of all the photos.) 
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This year the Festival was held at the new Vladivostok Opera House, which opened just three months ago. 


This year Adrien Brody also came to Vladivostok, where he is best known for his Oscar-winning role in The Pianist 
and this year in Wes Anderson's The Grand Budapest Hotel. 


He chose to present his earlier Anderson film, The Darjeeling Express. 


Pe 


Adrien and Michael have known each other for years. 


The St. Petersburg stage actress Anna Astrakhantseva attended, representing her new film Two Women, adapted 
from Turgeniev's A Month in the Country. Anna co-stars in the film with Ralph Fiennes, whose performance in 
effortless, impeccable Russian is one of the film's many pleasures. 
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On the final night of the Festival I presented - as I do every year - the Yul Brynner Award for the Most Promising 
Young Actor or Actress, in the city where he was born. 
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For this year's Yul Brynner Award, I chose Anna Levonova, who co-stars with Anna Astrakhantseva and Ralph 
Fiennes in Two Women, opening worldwide later this year. 


Hockey legend Slava Fetisov is a beloved and admired national figure whom I've known for three years. 


A true gentleman, Slava played for his Moscow team for more than a decade, as well as on the national Sovie 
Union team. Then he became the first former Soviet player to join the NHL, and played for the New Jersey 
Devils before winning back-to-back Stanley Cups with the Detroit Red Wings. Today Slava serves in the 
Duma (Parliament) representing Vladivostok and the region of Primorye. 


Lecture at the Far East Federal University, Sept. 16th, 2014 
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The Far Eastern Federal University is on Russky Island, where a few years ago only goats roamed. 


President Putin ordered the construction of the university to serve as the site for the Asian-Pacific Economic 
Conference, hosted by Russia for the first time in 2012. Today the university can serve 50,000 students from across 
Russia and Asia, since it absorbed the three main universities in the city. 
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The lecture was "The Role of Jules Bryner in the Birth of Vladivostok and the History of Imperial Russia." 


Again, in 2014, it seemed a selfie was mandatory. 
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At night, the university is impossibly beautiful. 


2013 - The XIth Vladivostok International Film Festival 


Opening the Film F estival 
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The transcendent Isabelle Huppert attended . . . 


Her brilliant new film, Tip Top, directed by Serge Bozon (La France), had its Asian and Russian premiere at our 
Festival. Isabelle left early the next morning for the Paris premiere. I was introduced to her by my "Russian brother, 
Sasha Doluda, who first invited me to Vladivostok in 2003. 


It would be impossible to spend enough time with this great artist. 


...as did Michael Madsen... 


His career on the screen goes back thirty years. Most recently he has appeared in a number of films by Quentin 
Tarantino. 


At the final Gala... 


... who told me that he only imagined becoming an actor after seeing a Danny Kaye film: an interesting comedic 
inspiration. He also explained that he saw Yul's posthumous anti-smoking declaration in 1986 and stopped smoking 
the next day -- for which he credits his good health and long life. 


With my friend Governor Miklushevsky of the Primorye region, of which Vladivostok is the capital. 


Presenting the XIth Yul Brynner Award 


Each year it falls to me to choose the winner and present the "Special Prize in the name of Yul Brynner" to the Mos! 
Promising Young Actor or Actress. 


My sister Victoria gave me these after she bought them at auction in Hollywood, and I wore them to the Gala. After 
Yul left Vladivostok for China at the age of seven, he had never again walked the streets of the city where he was 
born. .. 
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This year the Yul Brynner Award went to. . . 


: 
. .. Anfisa Chernich, for her role in the Russian film, The Geographer Who Drank The Whole Globe 


A young actress from Moscow, Anfisa gives a heartfelt performance that was passionately embraced by Festival 
audiences. 


The Festival's unpaid volunteers 


Year after year, it is only thanks to scores of these devoted, sleep-deprived university students that the Festival is 
able to exist at all. 


Across Aleutsakaya St. from Yul's statue 
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My Master Class on Michael Chekhov and Constantin Stanislavsky at Gorky Library 


A peripheral event of the Festival, my lecture covered the important distinction betweeen Stanislavsky's "System" 0 
"Method" based upon the recall of personal memories, and Chekhov's injunction that the actor must find the 
character and the emotions through the practiced use of imagination. I further emphasized that, until recently, 
Stanislavsky's greater renown owed primarily to his willingness to capitulate to any demands Stalin made upon him 
By contrast, Michael Chekhov would not collaborate with Stalin's inhumanity, and had to flee his homeland in the 
1930s. In 1940, at the age of twenty, Yul first came to the United States to live and study with him. 
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Michael Madsen chatting with Consul General Holm-Olsen and myself. 


YUL BRYNNER DAY IN VLADIVOSTOK, JULY 2013 


The Brynner commemorative silver coin 


On July 11th, 2013, Yul Brynner's signature role in The King and I came to life in Yul Brynner Park, beside his 
granite statue... 


... in front of the Art Nouveau home where he was born ninety-three years ago. 


Each year on his birthday one of his films will be presented in Yul Brynner Park. This new tradition is sponsored by 
the city of Vladivostok and the Arsenyev State Museum. 


The King and I is not well known in Russia, where Yul is most revered for The Magnificent Seven, the most popula 
foreign film of all time. 


Rockenteur in the Arbat 
Moscow, April 2013 


The House of Actors 


Moscow's friendliest street, the Arbat, is a five-hundred-year-old passage, closed to traffic, where Pushkin and 
generations of independent artists have thrived. It is also where Russian theatre and film actors have gathered at the 
Actor's House for the past eighty years. 


«Rockenteur» 


Cultural History by Rock Brynner 
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filmed before a live audience... 


Bee including Anastasia Smetanina and Liza Arzamasova, past winners of the Yul Brynner Award at the Vladivostok 
International Film Festival. 


May Day parade at the Kremlin, 2013 


Vladivostok Spring Lecture Series, 2013 
Far East Federal University 


My thanks to Governor Miklushevsky, Professor Kusnetzov, Rector Ivanets, and interpreter Ivan Pisarev, who made 
this lecture tour possible. 


A bouillabaisse of topics: 
"Mikhail Chekhov, Konstantin Stanislavsky, and the Worldwide Revolution in the Art of Acting, 1900-1960." 
"Global Problems Demand Global Solutions: Terrorism, Climate Change, World Hunger, and Sustainability." 


"The Social and Political Impact of Rock 'n' Roll in the U.S. and Soviet Russia, 1960-1990." 


"The Development of the American Language from Britain's English and the Birth of the American Character." 
"Strengths and Weaknesses of the U.S. Constitution." 


"Jules Bryner's Yalu River Timber Contract and The Russo-Japanese War." 


Ka ae 
"The Birth of The American Language" 


Yul Brynner Statue and Park in Vladivostok, Russia 
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Yul Brynner Park and Statue 


playing with his nanny (in wolf mask) and cousin Irena beside the Bryner house, 1923. 


Yul Brynner was born on July 11th, 1920 in the terraced room above the statue. 


People from across the city came for the Inaugural Ceremony in a festive atmosphere with a brass band, balloons, 


children playing in the park, dignitaries of Vladivostok and Primorye, and the very gracious United States Consul 
General Sylvia Curran. 


The statue is a perfect likeness from every angle. 


rrow) on Tiger Hill presides over the heart of Vladivostok. 


The inauguration of the statue was a day for flowers . . . 
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The sculptor Alexei Bokiy, who carved the granite statue 


From across Aleutskaya Street 


This view of the statue will greet every visitor arriving from Moscow on the Trans-Siberian -- the longest railroad i1 
the world -- on their way to the city center. The house built by my great-grandfather is just a block from the railway 
station where Jules Bryner helped Tsar Nicholas II lay the corner-stone in 1891. The wall above the street is 
currently being re-faced in granite. 
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The announcement of the Inauguration featured a photo from The Magnificent Seven, which is still today the all- 
time most popular foreign film in Russia. But though The King and I has been seen by far fewer Russians, everyone 
who helped create this monument knew that Yul spent an unequalled fourteen years of his life in the theatre 
performing this role, for which he also won the Oscar. 


Vladivostok Mayor Igor Pushkariov gave indispensable help to make the park and the statue possible. 


revealing the Russian inscription in gold: "Yul Brynner - King of Theatre and Film" 
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Thanking the hundreds of people who worked on this tribute. 


The Yul Brynner Park grew out of the love and pride that this city of 600,000 feels toward its most renowned son. 
Even today, Yul Brynner remains the only Russian-born actor to win the Academy Award, for the title role in "The 
King and I," which he also played on stage for fourteen years of his life. His last performance on Broadway as the 
King came thirty-four years after his first. He continued playing eight shows a week until four months before his 
death from lung cancer in 1985. 


THOSE WHO MADE THIS STATUE AND PARK POSSIBLE 


Left to right: Sergei Stepanchenko, Moscow actor and head of the Vladivostok International Film Festival; Alexei 
Bokii, sculptor of the statue; Alexander Doluda, Rock's "Russian brother," who worked for years to bring Yul 
Brynner Park into existence; Igor Pushkarev, mayor of Vladivostok; Rock Brynner; Sergei Bogdan, Chairman of 
Primorye Bank; U.S. Consul General Sylvia Curran, who has done everything possible to support the Brynner 
legacy; and Anatolii Melnik, Chief Architect of the city of Vladivostok. 


Liza Minnelli and Rock in Vladivostok, 2011 
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Liza Arzamasova, Rock Brynner, Liza Minnelli arrriving at. . . 


. . the Opening of the Ninth Vladivostok International Film Festival. Our young friend Liza Arzamasova is 
currently starring in Romeo and Juliette at the Stanislavsky State Theatre in Moscow. 
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Liza May waving to the crowd. . . 


press conference. . . 
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. . dissolves in laughter at Liza's stories about the boarding school that was our home from the age of nine to eleven 


... and other adventures we've shared over the decades. 
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Olya Vigovskaya, Liza May, Liza A, and Rock on a speed boad to visit Sidimi. . . 


... where the Bryners had a country estate from 1880 until the 1920s, when they were forced to flee the Bolshevik 
revolution. 


The Bolsheviks flattened everything but the walls of the beach cottage where my great-grandparents and my 
grandparents spent their honeymoons in 1882 and in 1915, and where my father Yul spent every summer until he 
was seven years old. . . 
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. ..Which is being transformed into a museum commemorating the Bryner family, beginning with my great- 
grandparents, Natalya (Russian) and Jules (Swiss). 
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Explaining how, as children, Yul and his sister Vera hid under the cottage floorboards when Siberian tigers were 
prowling the Sidimi peninsula. 


Since my first visit in 2003 I had hoped to show my friends the remains of this beach house where my father Yul ha 
spent his childhood summers. Liza - and Liza - made that possible. [The photo of my father and me is from 1967.] 


Liza A is Liza May's adopted kid sister and protegee. Together we watched her starring as Annie on the Moscow 
stage, age eight. 


At every Festival since the first in 2003, I have presented the Yul Brynner Award for Most Promising Actor or 
Actress. 


But this year I was also able to introduce my lifelong friend Liza Minnelli . . . 


"Come to the Cabaret" 
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I gave her a kiss onstage. . . 


...as my father Yul had kissed her mother J udy exactly sixty years earlier, when they both won Tony Awards on 
Broadway. 


PP Ga ee 
...as our host, Governor Darkin, watched in amusement. 


... and from the air The city of 700,000, which my great-grandfather, Jules Bryner, helped to establish in the 1870s 
and where my father, Yul Brynner, was born in 1920. This is the view from Amur Bay, with the "Golden Horn" inle 
behind it. 


The schooner Nadezhda 


A three-masted schooner like the Pallada first brought Jules to Vladivostok in the 1870s. . . 


YUL BRYNNER SINGS RUSSIAN GYPSY SONG 


This was my father's signature song in the Paris clubs where he performed in the 1930s with Aliosha Dimitrievitch, 
and in New York in the 1940s. "Okonchen Poot," is Russian, though the dialect is distinctly Tsigani (Gypsy). Yul 
auditioned for "The King and I" with this song im 1950. It is very popular in Vladivostok - and all across Russia - 
today. To listen, RIGHT-CLICK on the link below this paragraph and then select "OPEN." 


issian Gypsy song, "Okonchen Poot," by and Aliosha Dimitrievitch (1.52 MB) 
& . 


Yul with Aliosha Dimitrievitch in 1965 
Aliosha's Signature Song, "Matoushka" 
It's like no other song I've ever heard. 


"Matoushka" by Aliosha Dimitrievitch (1.07 MB) 


Vladivostok Station 
Last stop on the Trans-Siberian Railway 


In 1891, Jules joined the last Tsar of Russia, Nicholas II, in laying the cornerstone for this station. 


The broad streets of the old city 


Built on a narrow peninsula, Vladivostok is surrounded by two bays. 


The Bryner Residence 
The curved, Art Nouveau peak of the Bryner Residence was very daring when Jules had the house designed in 1910 


and still looks modern today. Jules built it, Boris lived in it, and in 1920 Yul was born there. Eighty years after my 
family was forced to flee Stalin,I was welcomed there warmly. Now it is a city landmark. 


Pr id 


The Bryner Residence (red arrow) overlooks the main square and port of Vladivostok. 


Some years after leaving Vladivostok, Yul joined the circus in Paris as a trapeze acrobat. 


Broadway, 1951 


How Yul made it by the age of thirty from his childhood in Vladivostok to stardom in The King and I is only one 
part of the family epic, Empire and Odyssey... 


1957 


Yul is the only Russian-born actor to have won the Academy Award. 
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With Queen Elizabeth II in 1979 
Yul's last performance as King came 34 years after his first. Even authentic royalty was happy to welcome him in 
their ranks. 


1984 


This was at the opening of the New York Hard Rock Cafe in 1984, the year before my father died. 


Cape Bryner, four hundred miles from Vladivostok, where Jules built his first lighthouse above the port of the 
Bryner Mines . . . 


... and the Twin Rocks beneath Cape Bryner. . . 
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‘Yul on a tiger hunt in North Korea in 1937 


Tn the 1930s, my father Yul, then 17, often hunted in North Korea with his father, Boris, and with Valery's father, 
Yuri Yankovsky, known since the late 1800s as "the greatest tiger hunter in the world." 


To see the Bryner Mines and country estate, Sidemy, click on the links at the top of this page, all about 
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As guest of honor on Victory Day, I was given a special spot on the review stand behind the city's 37 surviving 


veterans, all in their 90s, and the scores of widows, beside the Mayor and Gleb Zuev, the Director of the (formerly) 


Bryner Mines, today Dalpolymetall. 


At the Victory Day parade, I was invited to the review stand with the Mayor, Gleb Zuev, and Dalnegorsk's 37 


surviving veterans of W.W. II. 
Quick Links 


Send E-mail to Rock Brynner 

Washington Post Review of "Empire" 

Article on Russia for International Herald Tri Editorial Page, June 18, 2006 
The Moscow Times review of "Empire and Odyssey" 
Article in "Vladivostok News" on Conference (in English) 
Library Journal Interview, March 2006 

Izvestia Interview, June 2004 (in Russian), 

Moscow News, June 2004 (English) 

Moscow Book Review Interview (in Russian), 

Utro Interview (in Russian) 

An Online Walking Tour of Vladivostok (in English) 


